In 1950 Robert Lehman presented to the Museum a large altarpiece, the Death of the Virgin by Bartolommeo Vivarini and his workshop. This interesting painting is now on exhibition in the Room of Recent Accessions.
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The altarpiece was for many years in a side chapel of the Certosa in Padua, and scholars have long believed that it was, in fact, commissioned and painted for this chapel. However, it now appears that it must have been designed for some earlier edifice since its completion antedates the construction of the Certosa by at least fifty years. There is a cartellino at the lower center which once bore an inscription and a date, but they have been obliterated by successive generations of restorers, although the rest of the panel is in excellent condition. Our knowledge of the inscription and the date rests, therefore, on somewhat contradictory literary sources. The altarpiece was first mentioned in 1765, the year in which the Certosa in Padua was suppressed, by Giovanni Battista Rossetti in Descrizione delle pitture, sculture, ed architetture di Padova. Rossetti described the inscription as 
